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Product Stewardship Can Stop 3 Million Tons of
Recyclable Material from Going to TN Landfills

Written by Evan Newell, Associate for Policy & Programs, The Product Steward-
ship Institute, Inc.

In 2010, Tennessee citizens disposed of nearly 5.7 million tons of material in
municipal solid waste landfills — about 1,800 pounds per person. According to
Tennessee’s most recent full solid waste characterization report, approximately 52
percent of that material — roughly 3 million tons — was made up of commonly
reusable or recyclable items, including paper, glass, textiles, metals, plastics, and
electronics. Also included was over 62,000 tons of paint, more than 7,400 tons of
batteries, and over 13,000 tons of other household hazardous waste. While
Tennessee’s recycling rate has improved in recent years, the state has a real
opportunity to reduce the quantity of waste sent to landfills by taking advantage of
all available opportunities to divert material.

In truth, a lot of what gets thrown away isn't "trash" at all. Many of the common
materials in the waste stream, like steel and aluminum cans, cardboard, paper, and
plastic containers, have strong regional recycling markets and carry commodity
value for recycling programs, businesses, and recycling companies. According to
calculations by the Product Stewardship Institute (PSl), if Tennesseans were to
recycle all of the common recyclable materials now being disposed of in landfills, it
would create thousands of new recycling and manufacturing jobs and bring
valuable natural resources back into the supply chain, while also keeping harmful
toxins from entering the environment.

Across the country, many product manufacturers and government officials are
creating “product stewardship” programs to divert products away from landfills.
Product stewardship is the act of minimizing the health, safety, environmental and
social impacts of a product and its packaging throughout the product’s lifecycle,
while maximizing the product’s economic benefits. The producer of the product has
the greatest ability to minimize adverse impacts, but other stakeholders, such as
suppliers, retailers, and consumers, also play a role. Stewardship can be either
voluntary or required by law. In most product stewardship models, producers take
the lead in developing the program with input from governmental agencies and
participation from consumers. The purpose of these programs is to increase
recycling rates while also decreasing waste management costs for local
governments. An added benefit is keeping toxic substances like mercury, lead, and
other heavy metals out of the environment.

The product stewardship program that most Tennesseans are familiar with is the
lead acid (automotive) battery recycling program, which became effective on July 1,
1990. This program requires retailers that sell lead acid batteries to accept used
lead acid batteries from their customers as trade-in batteries at the time of sale.


http://productstewardship.us/
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Additionally, a law that took effect in 1991 requires each county in Tennessee to provide a drop-off location for lead acid
batteries, and bans their disposal in landfills. However, several other product stewardship initiatives have begun without
mandates from the Tennessee legislature.

“Many manufacturers and retailers already offer recycling programs for spent rechargeable batteries, mercury thermostats,
fluorescent lamps, electronics, auto switches, and other products,” says PSI's Chief Executive Officer, Scott Cassel.
“These programs are generally operated at retail locations, and they have helped reduce the amount of mercury, cad-
mium, and other toxins that reach landfills. Unfortunately, these programs are widely underutilized, and more needs to be
done to increase participation among manufacturers, retailers, consumers, and government officials to take advantage of
these opportunities.”

Learn more about how to support the implementation of these producer-run collection and recycling programs, and find
collection points near you, at productstewardship.wix.com/southeast-product-stewardship.

Joint Spring SERDC and TRC
Workshops Successful

In the spring, TRC hosted a series of workshops across the
state, presented in partnership with the Southeast Recy-
cling Development Council (SERDC), and sponsored by
International Paper. The focus was on paper recovery and
the economic impact of recycling, not only in Tennessee,
but in the Southeast, as well. During the one day work-
shops, industry and government officials came together to
demonstrate the impact that recycling is making throughout
Tennessee and the entire region. Topics included process-
ing, markets, grading, and the obstacles and solutions that
recyclers face.

TDEC Household Hazardous Waste

Collection to Now Offer CESQG
ACRONYM STANDS FOR “CONDITIONALLY EXEMPT SMALL QUANTITY GENERATOR” PROGRAM

The acronym may be difficult to pronounce, but the new program is still sure to be a success. The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Environment and Conservation, using guidelines set forth in the Code of Federal Regulations 40 CFR 265.201,
is now accepting hazardous waste from small quantity generators on the day of the household hazardous waste collec-
tion. The waste is not accepted during the collection, but rather immediately after the household collection by prior ap-
pointment only. Also, there is a fee for disposal.

tbama 8
kansas % ;
Florida SN =
Geortio

To qualify “businesses that generate no more than 220 pounds of hazardous waste or 2.2 pounds of acutely hazardous
waste per month are “Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generators” or CESQGs.

Typical businesses include property managers, dentists, dry cleaners, painters, construction, automotive repair, beauty
salon operators and public storage facilities, but many others may qualify. Unacceptable wastes include radioactive,
biological, medical, ammunition, or explosive wastes.

For more information please call Clean Harbors at 615 643-3170 or e-mail them at TNCESGQ@cleanharbors.com.
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Sponsor Spotlight- Sims Recycling Solutions, LaVergne TN

Computers, cell phones and televisions connect, inform and organize, but they don't last forever and no one wants last
year’s technology. These are just two reasons why 47 percent of American consumers who shopped for November’s
Black Friday deals purchased electronic devices, according to the Consumer Electronics Association.

“The global volume of scrap electronics is increasing at an extraordinary rate, which is why electronics recycling is so
important,” said Steve Skurnac, President, Sims Recycling Solutions, Americas. “Fortunately, many individuals and busi-
nesses are now waking up to the fact that surplus electronics should not be treated as waste.”

Their sheer volume is not the only challenge presented by discarded electronic devices—improperly handled e-waste
can be hazardous to human health and the environment. Electronics often contain cadmium, lead, mercury and nickel.
These elements can leach into the soil and the groundwater if not disposed of correctly.

Recycling end-of-life electronics yields benefits beyond safe-
guarding human health and the environment because they also
contain aluminum, copper, gold and silver, which can be recov-
ered for use in new products. However, transforming obsolete
electronics into the raw materials needed to manufacture new
products requires capacity and innovation.

At 200,000-square-feet Sims Recycling Solutions’ LaVergne
facility is one of the largest electronics recycling plants in the
world and is capable of handling that kind of volume—the nearly
400 employees, process approximately four million pounds of
material per month. In addition, the plant is also equipped with
several cutting-edge recycling technologies, including a near
infrared plastics separator and a metals separator.

The plastics separator automatically detects and separates various types of plastic, and the metals separator removes
copper, circuit boards and other metallic alloys from already sorted material containing large amounts of plastic. These
machines work in unison to produce cleaner, less contaminated products—steel, aluminum, copper, glass and plastics—
that can be reused more efficiently.

“Our research into plastics separation technology is one example of Sims Recycling Solutions” commitment to advancing
the electronics recycling industry and producing a sustainable solution for end-of-life electronics,” said Skurnac.

In November, Nashville-area residents and businesses took advantage of an opportunity to divert more than 4,000
pounds of old electronics from the trash by participating in an America Recycles Day event hosted by Sims Recycling
Solutions and the Nashville Downtown Partnership.

For those unable to drop off unwanted electronics during that event, Sims Recycling Solutions holds a free electronics
collections event for the public every Friday from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. at its recycling facility located at 417 Sanford Road,
LaVergne, TN 37086.

“When done conscientiously, reusing and recycling electronics presents all of us with an opportunity to become better
environmental stewards,” said Skurnac.



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Since this is my last time to address the membership, | want to begin by expressing
how honored | have been to serve as president of the Tennessee Recycling
Coalition. It has been gratifying to see recycling mature as an industry in Tennessee
and to see the coalition mature as an organization. | am proud of the work we have
done- growing and providing value to the membership, connecting communities with
good resources, and informing the public and decision makers about the importance of recycling and
waste reduction.

Being a part of TRC has certainly bolstered my work professionally and bolstered my spirit personally. My
TRC connections have helped me with projects like implementing recycling at State Parks and Welcome
Centers, finding outlets for odd items, and conducting public information campaigns. When we hosted
rain barrel and composter sales last summer, the people we interacted with were so happy to feel like
they were making a difference. It was really energizing to see people excited about protecting the
environment.

TRC is poised to make a real difference for the state of Tennessee. So many activities are gaining steam
like the annual conference, Recycling Day at the General Assembly, our workshop series, and the |
Recycle TN campaign. Some things the board has in the hopper for the future like a license plate, and a
recycling consistency project will further the scope, range and resources of the organization. Our
partnerships with Keep Tennessee Beautiful, RMCT, and SERDC are continuing to grow, develop and
together we can all further our missions.

| want to express my gratitude to the membership for the confidence they placed in me to lead this
organization and for all the hard work and dedication that has gone into the TRC successes. Next year
will be the silver anniversary of the annual conference and exhibition. | am looking forward to seeing what
the next 25 years will bring!

Best Regards,
Christina Treglia
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